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collected in a portfolio. Authentic assessments 
are relevant and culturally responsive assess-
ments (Gargiulo & Metcalf, 2017).

Portfolios are able to document, in a 
tangible way, a student’s developmental prog-
ress. They can pinpoint areas of strength 
and weakness, thus facilitating instructional 
intervention. It is our opinion that portfolio 
assessment has great potential for meeting 
the needs of students who are culturally and 
linguistically diverse, especially those with 
disabilities. Information gleaned from portfo-
lios typically results in more numerous, more 
specific, and more detailed recommendations 
and judgments about a child than does infor-
mation derived from traditional, standardized 
testing (Miller et al., 2013).

Portfolio assessment, of course, is not the 
complete solution to eliminating bias in the 
assessment of culturally and linguistically diverse children. Several questions and 
concerns about this performance-based measure remain unanswered. Does portfolio 
assessment result in a fairer and more accurate portrayal of students from minority 
groups? Do portfolio data generate decisions about these students that differ from 
those formulated around the results of traditional testing? What is the basis for our 
standards or benchmarks? Do teachers use individual standards, or are comparisons  
based on districtwide, statewide, or even national performance indicators? The answers 
to these and other questions await further research evidence.

We believe that portfolio assessment should be an integral component of the 
assessment process. It represents an exciting alternative to assessing learning and the 
funds of student knowledge.

Assessment Recommendations
Accurately assessing students from culturally and linguistically diverse back-
grounds presents many challenges for professionals. Issues of language, test bias, 
and other such matters are of real concern because they affect assessment results, 
which in turn affect educational decision making. Completely fair and nonbiased 
assessments may not be possible, but professionals can at least minimize those 
variables that may influence performance outcomes. The recommendations in the 
accompanying Strategies for Effective Teaching and Learning feature (page 100) 
represent attempts at achieving authentic data and ensuring fairer, more accurate 
appraisals of culturally and linguistically diverse pupils and those with emerging 
English language skills.

Educational Programming for  
Students With Exceptionalities Who  
Are Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Providing specific instructional strategies and tactics for students with disabilities 
who are culturally and linguistically diverse (and even pupils who are nondisabled) is 

A meaningful education program must incorporate the individual's language 
and culture.
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